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Legacy Trust UK supports  
a wide range of innovative 
cultural and sporting 
activities that celebrate the 
London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games and will 
leave a lasting legacy in 
communities throughout  
the United Kingdom.
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We will build on the 
values and ideals of  
the Olympics and 
Paralympics and involve 
and inspire different 
groups of people,  
with an emphasis on 
engaging young people, 
who are the future of 
their communities.

Foreword
Bollywood dance, aerial performance, digital media, community 
carnivals, swimming, surfing and volunteering. These are just some  
of the activities for which Legacy Trust UK has approved funding in 
2008/09, our first full operational year. These diverse projects, which 
are outlined in the following pages, will engage millions of people  
in innovative and inspiring cultural, sporting and educational activity 
from now until 2012 and beyond.

With £40 million of funding to allocate, a major goal for this year  
was to ensure not only that funds were awarded to all our programmes 
in the nations and regions, but also to select proposals that met our 
Legacy Standard. We have worked hard to ensure that the range of 
programmes across the UK reflect our diverse communities, that they 
engage new audiences and participants in a wide variety of cultural, 
educational and sporting activity, and that they are developed with  
a long term legacy in mind.

We are keen not to simply make funding decisions, monitor spend, 
and then close our doors in 2013. We believe that there is a role  
for the Trust to act as a supportive funder. It is important for us to  
build close working relationships with the projects we fund; foster a  
culture of openness and information sharing; avoid heavy-handed 
bureaucracy; and ensure the sustainability of our programmes.

The Games should not be seen as just about London. Or just about 
elite sport. Or just about big corporate business. They are much more 
than that. Beyond 2012, we aim to leave a powerful legacy of 
communities strengthened by the diverse projects we fund. These will 
build on the values and ideals of the Olympics and Paralympics and 
involve and inspire different groups of people, with an emphasis on 
engaging young people, who are the future of their communities.



National programmes

UK School Games
The UK School Games is  
an inspirational multi-sport 
competition for the UK’s 
talented young athletes,  
where participants have  
the opportunity to represent 
their nation or region in their 
chosen sport.

The 2008 Games in Bath  
and Bristol saw 1400 young 
athletes compete in athletics, 
badminton, fencing, gymnastics, 
hockey, judo, swimming, table 
tennis and volleyball, with 13 
Championship records broken  
in athletics and five in swimming.

Legacy Trust UK is supporting the 
UK School Games, delivered  
by Youth Sport Trust, through  
£6 million of funding over  
four years.

The programme aims to 
encourage young people  
to take part and succeed in 
sport, promote Olympic and 
Paralympic values, and involve 
young people in volunteering  
at major sporting events.

In 2008, 317 volunteers 
supported the event with 113 
completing a NCFE Level 2 
Certificate in Volunteering as  
a result of their involvement.

The 2009 event will take  
place in Cardiff, Newport and 
Swansea and the 2010 Games 
in Newcastle, Gateshead  
and Sunderland.

“ I think the UK School Games is a fantastic  
event and having the ability to compete in a 
multi-sport competition will only help these 
young athletes for the future.”

 Rebecca Adlington, double Olympic gold medalist, 2008
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somewhereto
somewhereto is one of the 
Cultural Olympiad’s ten major 
projects and will give young 
people support to access 
spaces to do what they  
love doing. Runners need 
tracks, singers need venues 
and skaters need ramps – 
somewhereto will help young 
people identify a space they 
might use, support them to 
campaign to overcome the 
barriers to that space and  
find ways to make it a 
sustainable solution.

The project aims to:
–  encourage broad 

participation and 
accessibility

–  be local at a  
neighbourhood level

–  build on existing youth 
energy for making  
things happen

–  have a tangible benefit and 
create a tangible legacy from 
London 2012

–  let young people take control 
on their terms

Legacy Trust UK has committed 
£5 million to the somewhereto 
programme over four years. 
Pilot activity is taking place until 
late 2009 and the project will 
roll out nationwide in 2010.

“ We’re working with hundreds  
of young people in Birmingham, 
Newham and Crewe to discover 
what spaces they want access  
to, how they can campaign to get 
them and what role somewhereto 
can play to help make it happen.”

 Helen Platt, somewhereto
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Creative Legacy for Young People
Creative Legacy for Young 
People is a UK-wide programme 
which will encourage primary 
school aged children to get 
involved in London 2012 by 
taking part in new artistic 
opportunities. From animation 
to drawing and sculpture to 
music, this programme has  
the potential to involve one 
million children in exciting and 
inspiring creative activities. 

Applications for the programme 
opened in March 2009, with 
the preferred partner to be 
announced in late 2009. The 
chosen partner will be allocated 
£3 million from Legacy Trust UK 
over three years for the project.

Creative Legacy for Young 
People will play a major role in 
building a sense of enthusiasm 
and relevance for the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic 

Games. The programme will 
also give creative professionals 
the opportunity to play a key 
role in placing the UK on the 
world map as a cultural leader 
and engage with a wider, 
younger audience in delivering 
creative activities.
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Community Celebrations is 
currently under development, 
with a focus around community-
based events and festivals 
across the UK. Up to £4 million 
of Legacy Trust UK funding has 
been allocated to this project, 
details of which will be 
announced in late 2009.

Community  
Celebrations



Northern Ireland 

Connections
“�Connections is a richly 
diverse programme 
combining sporting 
activities and artistic 
practices. Workshops, 
master classes and 
training sessions are 
accessible to all and  
will foster community 
inclusion by encouraging 
active citizenship and 
greater participation in 
community life.”

	� Marian Clark de Monreal, 
Connections Programme 
Manager

Connections will engage communities across 
Northern Ireland in a wide range of physical  
and cultural activity.

The programme is made up of a range of projects integrating sport 
and art which will help to develop skills, improve ambition, increase 
participation, build inter-community contact and cohesiveness and 
generate a focus on excellence across arts and sport.

Connections is led by Arts Council Northern Ireland and in February 
2009, Legacy Trust UK’s board approved a programme grant of 
£1.31 million. This diverse programme will be delivered through 
BEAM Creative Network, Beat Initiative, Echo Echo Dance Company, 
Northern Ireland Screen, Open Arts and the Ulster Orchestra. Projects 
are predominantly in the development stages but activity is planned 
for 2009 with the first step taken by BEAM’s dance workshops for 
young people in Donaghmore, County Tyrone.

Connections will leave a lasting legacy in Northern Ireland by 
building long lasting relationships between sports and arts 
organisations, and by increasing the delivery capacity of all  
partners involved.
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Scotland

The Scottish Project
“�The legacy of The  
Scottish Project will 
reach far beyond the 
2012 Olympics and 
Paralympics and the 
2014 Commonwealth 
Games’ cultural and 
sporting programmes.  
It will help more people 
across Scotland to enjoy 
culture, while supporting 
artists and developing 
infrastructures.”

	� Jaine Lumsden, Scottish Arts 
Council Legacy Trust UK 
Development Officer

The Scottish Project is made up of four strands which 
combine culture, education, skills development and 
sport to create a lasting legacy for Scotland and will 
bring together thousands of volunteers and artists, 
creating partnerships among organisations from 
different sectors across the country.

People Making Waves: a nationwide volunteering programme 
inviting everyone to connect with the Games

Conflux: a large scale development programme for the street  
arts and circus sector

Let Glasgow Flourish: a celebration of Glasgow’s multi  
cultural community

Our Sporting Body: a touring exhibition examining sport and health

Legacy Trust UK’s board approved £2.57 million for The Scottish 
Project in February 2009. The programme will be led by Scottish  
Arts Council, and Conflux will be the first project to deliver activity  
in the form of street arts and dance workshops in Glasgow.

The Scottish Project not only links with the 2012 Games but also 
reaches out for another two years to connect with the Commonwealth 
Games in 2014, building a lasting legacy for Glasgow 2014  
and beyond.
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Wales

The Power of the Flame
“�The Power of the  
Flame is a ‘no frontiers’ 
programme, crossing 
traditional boundaries 
between sport and the 
arts to create genuinely 
joined-up projects which 
will leave a legacy for 
young people across  
the country.”

	� Gwyn Williams, Creative 
Programmer for London  
2012, Wales

The Power of the Flame will encourage and inspire 
young people to achieve their best, and will enable 
communities across Wales to be involved in a wide 
range of cultural, sporting and educational activities. 

The programme will raise awareness throughout Wales of the lasting 
benefits of the 2012 Games and develop a model for engaging 
disabled people that can be used across the UK. 

Kindling the Talent: a calendar of Olympic-themed activities 
involving young people

Cauldrons and Furnaces: a range of community projects 
developed in historical sites across Wales

Following the Flame: a touring exhibition that will  
celebrate Welsh men and women who have participated in  
past Olympic Games

Prometheus – Whose Flame is it Anyway?: a youth-led 
project that will increase the voice of disabled people in Wales,  
using the Prometheus story to inspire creative activities

In July 2008 Legacy Trust UK’s board approved a grant of  
£1.67 million for The Power of the Flame, which will be managed  
by Arts Council Wales. In 2008/09, two projects have already  
started delivering activities, including developing a film script and 
working with children to create an Olympic-inspired song.
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East of England 

The East Programme
“�Our aim is to work  
with 1300 participants 
across the region who 
are unemployed or 
economically inactive, 
using the 2012 Games  
as an opportunity to 
help build skills and 
confidence. We expect 
that at least 300 people 
will have found a job 
within six months  
of finishing the 
programme.”

	� Graham Long, Head of Culture, 
Tourism and Sport, East of 
England Development Agency The east of England programme will deliver two 

unique strands of activity in the region. 

The first will focus on volunteering into employment; a programme that 
will give unemployed and economically inactive people in the region 
an opportunity to gain NVQs in volunteering. These qualifications will 
enable participants to engage in a wide range of cultural and sporting 
events as volunteers, giving skills, confidence and progression routes 
to new educational and employment opportunities. The project will 
increase participation and bring culture and sport together, reaching 
out to young people to focus on their personal development. 

The second strand will focus on increasing cultural tourism by 
expanding the scale and scope of major events, with the aim of 
developing the east of England as a key region for the UK’s cultural 
and sporting events.

In July 2008 Legacy Trust UK’s board approved a grant of  
£1.5 million for the programme, which will be led by the East  
of England Development Agency. The programme is currently  
in planning and development, with initial delivery scheduled  
for late 2009.
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East Midlands 

Igniting Ambition
“�The purpose of Igniting 
Ambition is to build 
momentum towards  
the staging in 2012  
of a World Exhibition  
of young talent, which 
leaves legacies in  
the region long after  
the conclusion of  
the Olympic and  
Paralympic Games.”

	� Paul Brookes, Creative 
Programmer for London 2012, 
East Midlands

Igniting Ambition will celebrate the hosting of the 
2012 Games by inspiring people through a series  
of annual summer showcase festivals, culminating 
in the East Midlands Great Exhibition of 2012.

The programme, managed by Arts Council England (East Midlands) 
will work in partnership with organisations across different sectors 
throughout the region to develop a series of high profile events to 
engage a wide range of people in cultural and sporting activity. 
Legacy Trust UK’s board approved a grant of £1.61 million for the 
Igniting Ambition programme in July 2008.

Activities are well underway with the first showcase in August 2008 to 
mark the Beijing handover of the Olympic Flag to London, which was 
celebrated through music performances and sports activities in Derby 
and Leicester. Also involved in the first showcase was arts festival 
Derby Festé which took place during the Cultural Olympiad weekend 
in July 2008 and involved local communities through a range of street 
performances and concerts.
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London

Big Dance
“�Big Dance has the 
potential to inspire and 
effect a significant 
creative and innovative 
legacy for London to 
2012 and beyond, and  
I am thrilled to be a part 
of bringing the amazing 
power of dance to 
everyone in London.”

	� Jacqueline Rose, Big Dance 
Programme Director

Big Dance is an ambitious London-wide programme 
which will inspire people to become involved in  
the life and culture of the capital in the run up to 
London 2012. 

Professional dance companies will develop projects across the  
capital to engage a wide cross section of the community in dance, 
encouraging people to participate in cultural and physical activity, 
uniting London’s communities and getting London fit for the Games. 
The programme, managed by Arts Council England (London) will 
leave a lasting legacy of increased participation through Big Dance 
2010 and Big Dance 2012.

As well as encouraging people to engage in cultural activities  
through dance workshops and events, Big Dance will also strengthen 
partnerships between local government, cultural, health and physical 
activity agencies, and between communities and artists. The 
programme aims to create a more skilled and diverse cultural and 
physical activity workforce through training, volunteering, placements 
and professional development.

In July 2008 Legacy Trust UK’s board approved a grant of  
£2.89 million for Big Dance, which will begin to deliver activity  
in early 2010.
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North East 

Generation 2012
“�Generation 2012 uses 
the Olympic Games  
as a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to transform 
ways in which arts and 
cultural organisations 
work with young people 
in the north east.”

	� Lorna Fulton, Creative 
Programmer for London 2012, 
North East England

Generation 2012 is a unique and innovative 
programme which will change the way that  
young people and the north east’s cultural sector 
work together. 

Generation 2012 will build a relevant, youth-focused cultural sector 
for the future, and enable children and young people to experience 
and engage in cultural activity on their own terms.

The programme will include twelve new Innovation Projects which  
will showcase new collaborations and will include two high profile 
events in 2010 and 2012, run by young leaders in public spaces 
across the region.

The programme will leave a lasting legacy by developing new 
partnerships, creating a proactive network of individuals and 
organisations across an invigorated cultural sector, and supporting 
children and young people to develop new transferable skills, 
confidence, aspirations and abilities.

Generation 2012 will be led by Arts Council England (North East) 
and was awarded £1.53 million by Legacy Trust UK’s board in 
February 2009. The programme has launched a tendering process, 
with commissions to be made in late 2009.
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North West

WE PLAY
“�WE PLAY is a great 
opportunity for the 
north west to showcase 
its creativity, to create 
social and business 
benefits and to get 
people involved  
in culture.”

	� Debbi Lander, Creative 
Programmer for London 2012, 
North West England

WE PLAY brings innovation and creativity to the 
north west and will provide opportunities for young 
people and local communities to participate in a 
wide range of activities spanning new cinema  
and digital culture, street arts and sport. 

The programme will have a region-wide impact and create a  
legacy by involving new audiences and artists, ensuring grassroots 
participation and creativity, and producing annual programmes 
which will continue beyond 2012. WE PLAY consists of the  
following projects:

Lakes Alive: world class performance and arts events featuring 
local and international artists which takes place across Cumbria

Abandon Normal Devices: a festival of new cinema and  
digital culture

New Cultural Journeys: a youth-led culture and sports 
participation programme

WE PLAY is led by Arts Council England (North West) and was 
awarded £3 million by Legacy Trust UK’s board in November 2008. 
The programme launched in March 2009 with Lakes Alive planning 
to deliver early activity by bringing street arts and aerial performances 
to the Lake District in a series of festivals during the summer.




